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APWA - A SHORT HISTORY

The All Pakistan Women'’s Association (APWA), @ non-profit women’s welfare organization pioneered the
women’s movement in Pakistan and is the country’s oldest NGO, Established in 1948 by Begum Ra’ana
Liaquat Ali Khan (1905-1990), the wife of Pakistan’s first Prime Minister, APWA developed from the
voluntary women workers she mobilized and the organizations she initiated, for emergency relief during
the refugee crisis at partition. Begum Liaquat, once a professor of economics, advocated integrated
development. To encourage female literacy, she popularized the phrase “You educate a woman, you
educate a family’ and formulated APWA’s creed ‘health, education and training”. APWA, her lifelong
commitment, was dffiliated with international agencies and set up multi-project centres for women
throughout Pakistan with schools, dispensaries and maternity homes, family planning clinics, in urban and
rural areas. Institutions for higher education included the APWA College, Lahore, the College of Science
and Arts, Karachi and the College of Home Economics Dacca. APWA Addressed income generating
schemes through the Gul-E-Rana Nusrat Industrial home, the APWA’s cottage industries shop and a
craftsmen colony in Karachi. APWA constantly braved criticism from the orthodox for addressing the legal,
political and fundamental rights of women. In 1961 APWA persuaded the then-government to pass the
Family Laws Ordinance which introduced the registration of marriage, a minimum marriage age,
regularized divorce procedures and inheritance laws for orphans. Over the years, APWA has introduced
programmes in Rural Development, Environment, Technical Training, the Awareness of HIV/AIDS and
Drug Abuse, among others and was extensively engaged in the 2006 earthquake relief effort. APWA holds
consultative status with the UN (Category B) and the Government of Pakistan. -Muneeza Shamsie


















































































































































































